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THEFIFTHREEDOM
A PUBLICATION OF THE BUFFALO GAY COMMUNITY APRIL 1981 FREE
"The Freedom to love whomeverand however we want"
BUFFALO IN THE CLOSET?
'Man to Man' explores
themes of gay life
By JOHN A. FAULRING jR
MAN TO MAN: GAY COUPLES IN
AMERICA. By Dr. Charles Silver-
stein, Copyright 1981, William Mor-
rowand Co. Inc. New York. $12.95.
Chapter Thirteen of Man to Man
begins: "This study of gay love rela-
tionships began with five goals: to ex-
amine the major themes in gay male
relationships; to examine the father/
son relationship and how it may af-
fect later life; to hypothesize how the
coming-out experience may shed
light on the origin of homosexuality;
what the effects of early sexual and
REVIEW
emotional experiences may be on the
choice of lovers; and, finally, to ex-
amine the geographical diversity of
gay life in the United States." It ac-
complishes all of this and more.
I doubt anyone can read this book,
anyone gay that is, and not see them-
selves in each and every chapter.
Some of what we see may not be
what we'd like to feel is the real us,
but the insights and stories told here
are a way to accept, understand and
grow from past experiences. Many
stories, with a change of name and a
slight alteration ofscenario, could be
our story.
If you are looking for charts,
graphs, cold hard facts,., statistical
statements; don't look here. If you
hope to find very human stores of
love and hate; happiness and sad-
ness; short term affairs and long time
relationships; this is it!
Every section, chapter and page is
real in its relating to gay life. The vari-
ous chapter titles are covered very
well, but one cannot help but hope
that the author, or someone as com-
petent, will follow up and study all of
them in more depth.
The Joy ofGay Sex (which Silver-
stein co-authored) was a "how to"
book. This is a "how it has been
done" book. Sometimes it worked,
sometimes it didn't. It doesn't present
an "ideal" picture of what we all
would like the gay life to be, but it
does present a real one. It draws
many similarities between homosex-
ual and heterosexual lifestyles and
sexual habits. It could be of help to
those of both orientations in under-
standing the other.
Silverstein has given us a book that
should point the way to many studies
in the future. I think that his informal
subjective way of interviewing has
the best chance of giving us the most
accurate picture possible; especially
of something as nebulous as gay cou-
ples, gay sex, gay love and gay com-
munity.
Chapter One: "Fathers, Sons and
Lovers" examines how the father
molds the gay boy's image of what a
lover should be, and needs to be, to
him. This is not the usual absent or
weak henpecked male role, but as
something desirable in role as well as
sex object.
He sees the father as the norm, or
at least the thing to compare all oth-
Charles Silverstein, author of"Man to Man, " uses veryhuman stories to ex-
amine major themes in gay male relationships. He co-authored with Ed-
mund White the popular book "The Joy ofGay Sex."
Queen City is 'closety'
finds Joy of Gay Sex author
By ROD HENSEL
Buffalo is "very friendly" but also a
"very closety town" -in the eyes of
noted gay author Edmund White.
White, the co-author of The Joy of
Cay Sex and author of States of De-
sire: Travels in Gay America was in
Buffalo March 14-16 for a reading of
his works and to speak before a joint
meeting of Gay Professionals and
SAGE. He aired his thoughts on Buf-
falo as a gay city as well as a number
of other gay topics in an interview
withjhe FIFTH FREEDOM.
The author gained national ac-
claim for States of Desire, a book in
which he visits a number of Amer-
ican cities to record how Gays in
each community live. In his first visit
to Buffalo, he attended a private par-
ty, a Gay Prfoessionals' meeting, and
visited some of the local bars.
"I went to a party (here) and was
very impressed with the whole range
of ages and occupations. That's the
kind of thing that I think someone
who lives near New York City misses.
There you go to a party that's a party
ofall disco people age 35 and are all
clones, or you go to party up at Co-
lumbia and they're all academics.
But last night there was one cook,
one barber, about three professors
and there was one person in his sev-
enties and one person who was eight-
een. That kind of range I think is ter-
rific - that to mc was very encourag-
ing and fun to be in that kind of
group," he said.
White feels such intermingling not
only shows a healthy gay communi-
ty, but also bodes well for its future.
"For instance that eighteen year old,
he now has some sort of model in his
mind of what it will be like to be gay
and 70, and it doesn't seem so horri-
fying-I mean it certainly wouldn't in
this case. This particular 70-year old
was-very active and very charming."
"I suppose the only negative thingI
could say," he continued, "is that it
does seem like a fairly closety town in
some ways. For example, the groupI
was speaking to, Gay Professionals,
they were very careful not to mention
the titles ofmy books (in the newslet-
ter sent out to members").
He says such an occurence would
not be "common" across the country
in cities of Buffalo's population, but
also offered a hypothesis as to why a
large segment of Buffalo's Gays
choose to remain "in the closet."
"There are two ingredients that are
really important in people coming
out. One is thatthey be economically
independent. Two is that they live in
a town wherethey did not grow up. If
you live in the same town where your
family is still living, then you'll be re-
luctant to come out. My impression is
that a lot of the people I have met
here grew up in Buffalo, so that could
be the explanation for closetedness."
To White, coming out is vitally im-
portant, not only for the individual
but for the future of Gays across the
nation. For him, the coming out pro-
cess is the first line ofdefense against
the right wing anti-Gay groups.
"My own feeling is that because
we are homosexual we tend to think
we are very important (as an issue). I
don't think most people in America
even know a homosexual," he says.
"I think that most Americans really
don't care that much about homosex-
ual ity one way or the other. It's a very
peripheral issue, and the fact that it
has been given so much attention re-
cently by the Moral Majority and so
on, is because it is one of the few
things that holds the right together."
According to White, the right-wing
in America is composed of two very
different groups: the very rich who
"own thefactories" and the very poor
who largely populate the nation's ru-
ral areas or serve as blue collar
workers. "About the only thing they
have in common is a certain kind of
moral and cultural conservatism," he
adds, and so it comes to the advan- ,
tage of those in control of the right
wing to fan the flames of outrage on
moral issues to keep unity within
their own group.
"The fact that most gay people are
still in the closet allows the right and
the Moral Majority to create an'illu-
sion of Gays - they're able to paint a
picture of Gays being selfish, narcis-
sistic, affluent, child molesters. And
a very distorted picture of Gays is
coming down the tubes," saysWhite.
But he adds that picture can only
be maintained as long as Gays stay in
the closet. "It seems to mc the single
most constructive thing that any Gay
man or woman can do is to come out
to at least one other person."
"It sounds very primitive, but I
think that's very important. If right-
wing Republicans and fundamental-
ist Christians have to deal with the
fact that their uncle is gay, that their
cousin is gay, that this nice person
who is helping them load their groc-
eries at the supermarket is gay, that
this wonderful, fatherly lawyer that
they're going to for their real estate is
gay, that their charming woman
dentist is gay-once "they have to deal
with these things they can no longer
summon up these bugaboos about
the child molester or (John) Gacey as
a typical gay."
While coming out may help stem
the anti-Gay tide sweeping some
quarters of the country, White admits
some aspects of gay life will be hard
to sell to the straight community.
One issue in particular is gay promis-
cuity, which he calls "a thing to be
celebrated."
"I see it (promiscuity) as one ofthe
positive values of Gay life and not a
thing to be deplored," he says. "I
think Gays sometimes stand as sym-
bols for sexuality, and I think that to
Continued on page 3Continued on page 10
AN EDITORIAL:
Our New Look
Starting with this issue, THE FIFTH FREEDOM takes on a new look
and a slightly different tone in editorial direction.
The change in appearance comes as we switchover to typesetting
and a four column format. This allows us to bring you more stories per
issue, and to present them in a manner more appealing than the old
method in which we used a typewriter and press-on letters. It also
means our advertisers can now call on us for the production of truly
professional ads to tell Buffalo's gay community their products and ser-
vices.
The change intone is a more subtle one, and comes from ourwish to
inject the high standards of professional journalism into the editorial
content of this newspaper. Opinions will be kept to our editorials, Let-
ters to the Editor, regular columns and reviews. Our news stories will
attempt to present in an unbiased fashion the news of Buffalo's gay
community and the views of the people who are a part of it.
What is not changing is the sincere desire of the Mattachine Society
of the Niagara Frontier Inc. to provide the local gay community with a
newspaper it can truly call its own. We continue to welcome your con-
tributions in the form of press releases, articles, poetry, works of fic-
tion, artwork and photography. In fact, we desperately need your input
for this newspaper to survive and be a true reflection of gay life in Buffa-
lo.
Also unchanged is our dependency on the people who buy advertis-
ing in these pages. Our costs have doubled as we move to this new
process, and we urge all of you to support the businesses whoadvertise
with us, and to mention that you saw their ad in the FIFTH FREEDOM.
Finally, let us say that as the FIFTH FREEDOM advances, so too does
Buffalo's gay community. Each year and month sees greater unity,
more activities, and an increasingly positive image presented to the
city as a whole. We hope every reader will join us as we continue to
move forward in the coming years.
Letters to the Editor
Morals laws
in public interest?
Once again Congress has proved
it's hypocrisy. Capitol Hill police on
Feb. 4 arrested Mississippi Rep. John
Hinson on morals charges. He was
caught having homosexual relations
with a government employee in the
men's room of a Capitol Hill office
building. Apparently that same
men's room has been a "hotbed" of
activity for some time now. Two
hours before the Hinson arrest, an
employee of a democratic study
group and a lobbyist's consultant
were arrested for the same thing.
This isn't the first time a govern-
ment employee has been flushed out
ofthe closet either. In 1977Frederick
Richard (D) of New York was arrested
in the District of Columbia for soli-
citng sex from two men. Last year Re-
publican Robert Bauman of Mary-
land was accused of having sex with
a 16-year-old boy. Sodomy in the
District ofColumbia is a felony.
O.K. here's the punchline - If the
conservatives, right-wingers and
homophobes would open their eyes
and really look around them, they'd
see that their refusal to pass Gay
Rights legisltion on the federal level is
hurting them, just like it is hurting the
people they're supposedly working
for (the public - you know, you and
mc!)
Public sex or sex with a minor are
separate issues. The sodomy law, the
law against gays, the laws that make
the natural state of many people ille-
gal - that is the issue. They're called
"morals" charges. Think about it -
are they acting in the public interest?
Todd
Straight owners
taken to task
Isn't this a funny town! I have been
reading your paper for several years
now and I justpicked upyourslinger,
FIFTH FREEDOM Extra, and was
really not at all surprised to find that
again the name Dominique's did not
appear.
It steams mc that ali the other bars
are advertised in the paper and are al-
so taking part in this special event. I
know that the ads in the paper pay to
run the paper for the community to
know what is going on and the spec-
ials the bar run is just a little extra to
show they appreciate the business
the Gays bring them.
Please tell mc how the gay com-
munity can patronise a bar that is do-
ing so well and (may I add only be-
cause of the Gays) is not giving any-
thing back to the community. No
money to help run the paper, no
specials, (as we all know a bar that
uses nothing but the cheapest liquor
for their drinks), and never takes part
in any special events.
A bar owned by straights and mak-
ing one hell of a buck off the Gays
and returning nothing to the commu-
nity that keeps it's doors open. Isn't
this a funny town?
Confused
Oral communication
only in bed?
Words of encouragement seem in
order for the tremendous task you
have undertaken as editor of the
FIFTH FREEDOM.
To try to put a spark into the gay
community is like trying todrain Lake
Erie with a cocktail glass. However, if
only a handfuLof people are moved
to get involved, there is satisfaction.
In my humble opinion it is more
than apathy which is prevelent in our
community. It is rather, the selfish,
egotistical, self-satisfying motives
that a majorityofour brothersand sis-
ters poses. Look around the next time
you venture out, particularly in the
bar scene. You can see the same
thing any night!
-The cliquish groups that resist in-
trusion by another individual.
- The single person, sitting at the
bar, afraid to smile, or to say "hello."
- The pretty boy, standing there,
wearing an invisible sign that reads,
"don't touch mc, I'm a star."
No, it's not a very friendly scene.
If, by chance you attempt to. strike
up a conversation, for the simple
pleasure ot talking to someone, right
away, you are suspect. Your motives
are silently questioned. "This dude
must want to get into my pants." If
you're not his "type," forget it. He's
looking for the proverbial knight in
shining armor, and since you are not
"it," forget it again, you get no re-
sponse.
Could it be that the onlyform ofor-
al communication is that which takes
place in bed? It is indeed unfortunate
that some people are more interested
in what you have between your legs,
than what you have in your head.
With this type ofattitude, interest-
ed in only your group, or your sexual
desires, it is understandable why you
can't interest others in the things that
affect us all. We are vulnerable to the
mugger, the Moral Majority, or any
other anti-gay group that lies in wait.
It is time we wake up, unite, to
communicate with each other and
become more aware of the aspects of
our existence. Let's stimulate our
brains for a change.
R.P.C.
Lesbian tells
of S&M joys
Playing S & M is exquisite. The ba-
sic element between the participants
is trust. From that flows a kaledio-
scope of fantasies limited only by the
combined abilities of both.
S & M is a mind-fuck, a total ca-
tharsis. Orgasms are more intense,
butare not the objective, nor are they
necessary. In fact, to be constantly
aware of your body, to be aroused
and on the edge, but not allowed to
orgasm for hours, or even days, is
very satisfying.
The interactions in a scene strip
away artificial socialization. When
your lover has just slapped your face
hard there is no one else in the world
but the two of you. By the time your
wrists are tied overhead to a bar and
your naked body is precariously bal-
anced on your toes every sense is
working at maximum. Whipping
takes the twoofyou through a dimen-
sion to a blending of minds, attuned
to each others most basic emotions
and sensualities.
It is called a scene but the feelings
are more real than much of reality.
When hanging with a thin film of
sweat covering your whip marked
body, a body that gives you kines-
thetic feedback from every muscle
and every skin cell and your lover
tenderly caresses your waist and
pulls you forward with one arm and
slowly, carefully, but insistantly en-
ters your body with her lubricated fist
your body movements are primal, in-
Continued on page 10
(Editor's Note: TheFIFTH FREEDOM
welcomes "Letters to the Editor." Let-
ters for submission should be typed,
double-spaced and less than 300
words. Send to THE FIFTH FREE-
DOM, P. O. Box 155, EllicottStation,
Buffalo, New York 14205. Letters
must be signed in order to be consi-
dered for publication, however the
FIFTH FREEDOM will withhold the
writer's name upon request).
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the degree that this is a pleasure hat-
ing society, particularly one that it is
fearful of eroticism, Gays are a very
convenient symbol for Eros. What's
interesting is that the straights who
usually accept homosexuals are the
ones who themselves have a lot of
sexual activity."
"I think the real problem though is
selling men to women. I think that
women would be appalled if they
knew what men think and feel and
do. And I think that those straight
men, since they are constantly inter-
acting with women, have to take on a
lot of female culture and female mor-
ality, female ideas and female sexu-
ality. One of the reasons gay men and
lesbian women have a hard time
communicating is that in lesbian life
you get an intensification of female
culture, and in gay male life you get
an intensification of male life."
"I don't think most people are ap-
palled by gay lesbian behavior, but I
think most straight people are ap-
palled by gay male behavior. The
straight men are hypocrites when
they denounce gay men forhaving al I
that sex or being that promiscuous -1
think they themselves would like to
have that much sex and that they are
envious of gay men and their seem-
ing freedom. I think that straight
women and lesbian women are
sometimes appalled by gay men, but
I. think that what they're seeing is less
hypocritical, a much more honest
view of what male sexuality is like in
America."
Explaining gay promiscuity, there-
fore, may simply be a matter of get-
ting straight society to more closely
examine their own deepest sexual
feelings. "I think men make a distinc-
tion between loveand sex, more than
most women do. They can have
quickie encounters, they can have
lots ofsex," he observes.
"It's hard to sell it (promiscuity) to
straight people. But its not so hard to
sell it really to straight men. They
know in their hearts they would just
as soon be doing what we're doing,
not with other men but with wom-
en."
(In the May issue ofFIFTH FREE-
DOM, White discusses coming fa-
shion trends for Gays, political acti-
vism, and the rift between gay men
and lesbian women).
Wheat's book contains
lesson on attitudes
By JIM HAYNES
BY SANCTION OF THE VICTIM by
Patte Wheat 1976 Timely Books.
$4.50.
From the Foreword: "By Sanction
of the Victim is dramatized non-fic-
tion in the form of a novel. Sadly
enough, there is nothing novel about
the story. The events contained here-
in did indeed take place; they are -documented and a matter of court re-cords."
If I had not been so reassured by
the foreword to the book, I would
have had great difficulty believing
that such tragedy could befall one
human being outside the raunchier
pages ofthe Marquisde Sade.
The story revolves around the
events that happen to Marjorie and
her younger brother Brucie when
they are deposited, after their sum-
mer school vacation starts, in the
home of Mrs. Florrie Genoud and all
of her children while their mother
and stepfather pursue the rodeo cir-
cuit. Frank, the stepfather is a bronc
buster, and totally macho, with
women constantly begging for "it"
from him. That he views himself this
way is revealed when he tells Marjo-
rie, as he is sexually molesting her:
"One thing about mc is, I got all kinds
of control. I don't put it in nobody if
they're scared, I don't have to, I got
'em beggin' for it. One of these days
when you're older you will be, too."
This is justone of the incidents that
cause Marjorie to have severe doubts
about her own self-worth. In this case
she believes she is betraying her
mother who will not like her if she
finds out what she has done with
Frank. Marjorie believes that Frank's
molestation of her is somehow her
own fault. Because she believes that
she is no good, she is willing to ac-
cept the way she is treated by Florrie
and her children as just punishment
for her evil ways. She does not begin
to fight back until the punishment
gets so bad that she is afraid ofdying
(and, indeed, she almost does), and
she is then too weak to be very effec-
tive.
Throughout most of the book, I
hated Florrie. She seemed to be the
most diabolical of creatures, and cer-
tainly, her treatment ofMarjorie can-
not be excused regardless of her own
background. However, one is
brought to an understanding of her
behavior when it is finally discovered
that she was an abused child, and
had even previously killed one of her
own daughters. Onethen recognizes
her mental illness and the necessity
of treatment, but she should never be
left to care for children.
There is nothing homosexual
about By Sanction ofthe Victim, but
the underlying psychological atti- •tudes are relevant to a great many ho-
mosexual men and women. One of
the greatest problems confronting
many homosexuals as individuals
and the community as a whole is the
feelings of the lack of self worth. We
have so often been told that we are
sinful, sick, dangerous to society and
the family, perverted, and disgusting,
that we too often believe it. As a. re-
sult of that belief, we feel that we de-
serve the punishment that society
and our parents administer. There is
so much evidence that attests to this
attitude that one needs only mention 'the high incidence ofalcoholism andother drug abuses, muggings, fears,
and love of closet exhibited by some
of the gay community, to state the
case. When the homosexual recog-
nizes himself or herself as a truly val-
uable person, then he/she can more
effectively fight the forces that, op-
press him/her. Until that self realiza-
tion occurs, he/she is likely to accept
the oppression as his/her just due.
Ms. Wheat, in her book, has spok-
en strongly to this issue, although not
directly to the homosexual. Her
"novel" could be expanded to many
segments ofour society, not the least
of which is the homosexual one. It
does not take long working with
troubled homosexuals to discover
that the illness is not their homosexu-
ality, but the attitude towards them-
selves that they have assumed be-
cause of the attitudes foisted upon
them by the people who surround
them. They should learn, as did Mar-
jorie, that they must rebel - but often
that rebellion must start within their
own attitudes toward themselves.
The Fifth Freedom, April 1981
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Gay author eyes Buffalo
tea dance
and doubles
Sundays 4pm
bar-disco
274 delaware
856 3291
Madeline Davis plans for April 25 concert here
Madeline Davis has been a part of
Buffalo's gay scene for quite a few
years now. But other than a "Get Out
The Vote" rally concert last October,
she has been doing concerts that
have been geared to women's au-
diences.
"One of the good things that I did
get from that concert," she says, "in
the way of feedback was that people
said it was nice to see mc doing
mixed gay political work again. I
have been doing predominantly con-
certs for women's audiences and it
was good to have a mixed audience
again."
As a result of the feedback, the
April 25th concert at the Unitarian
church will be open to both gay men
and women. "And," she feels, "to
non-gays that support our cause. It
will be music for all."
In addition to the vote concert, she
has been involved in the Buffalo
Women's Oral History Project and a
few years ago she returned to the
University to acquire a second Mas-
ters degree in American Studies/
Women's Studies. She speaks of her
music and "how that's a part of gay
activism for mc and how its not only
the effort of a creative artist, but as
someone doing political work."
Also appearing at the concert with
her will be former Buffalonian Grant
King, who will be flying in from New
York City. Grant is a gay male singer
songwriter and artist who has had
work published in the past in THE
FIFTH FREEDOM. He will bedoinga
set of his own material and probably
will be doing some harmony with
Madeline, and the audience, on
"Stonewall Nation."
"Stonewal INation" wascut as a 45
in 1972 and all the proceeds went to
the Mattachine Society. "I have one
copy of it," she says, "and would do
anything -well almost-to get anoth-
er copy! I feel like a part of history. It
is a real collectors' item." She would
like to hear from anyone who has a
copy of it. She considers this concert
and the recording of it that will be
done for an album, as important as
that first 45.
She hopes that there wi 11be a large
audience of male and female voices
to join in on "Stonewall Nation" and
other of her songs that are of a "sing-
a-long" nature.
One change that people will see
and hear is the addition of a back-up
group that she has recently as-
sembled. She will still do some solo
acoustic guitar work as the group has
had limited practice time. The first of
December saw Donna joining her
with another guitar. Mouse was
added in January on bass, Kathy on
violin in February followed by Pee
Wee on percussion the same month.
The newest addition is Melody who
has accompanied her in duets on the
flute before. "It's weird hearing my
own music with a back-up band after
so many years of playing alone, but I
like it. I like it a lot!"
The Buffalo Women's Production
Company will be sponsoring the con-
cert and the ticket prices will go to
cover the cost of financing the prod-
uction ofthe album. "Businesses can
also place patron ads in the program.
The ticket prices vary from $3 to $7.
The mean price is $5, but for those
who wish to contribute more, the
chance is there." Tickets will be
available through various outlets in-
cluding EMMA bookstore and the lo-
cal gay organizations like Matta-
chine. "Don't wait to gettickets at the
door. You mjght not be able to get
one. We expect a sellout."
When asked what she hopes to
capture on the album, Madeline
says, "so many things. You know I
have written my life into my music in
so many ways and I've written the
lives of people around mc. People
I've known only fleetingly and peo-
ple I've loved. . . and a few that I've
hated!" She hopes to preserve their
lives and efforts in the album by her
artistic and political performance.
"It's another kind of way to do politi-
cal work putting a Lesbian/Activist
band together." Yet she's "very ner-
vous and terrified like a mother hen
to the group. Before, I only had to
worry about myself."
At times it is difficult to do activist
work. Music can be helpful. "When
you are on a high you don't need the
music. You like it, but you don't need
it. But when you're down, music can
lift you up without you're really
knowing it."
Madeline has no lofty aspirations
as far as a singing career is con-
cerned. "I am a librarian and am hap-
py being just that. But what I would
like to do is justgive a permanent, as
permanent as anything is these days,
record of my music to those who
have loved it, and benefited from my
talents and who have supported mc
in the work I have done over the
years."
Her music, has been a part of Buffa-
lo's gay activist movement and she
has many gay men and women
friends that she hasn't seen for a long
time. She hopes to be able to renew
old acquaintances at the concert.
She hopes to bring back many fond
memories and much nostalgia to
those that attend the concert and hear
the album.
The concert will be at the
Unitarian-Universalist Church, 695
Elmwood Aye. at West Ferry on Sat-
urday April 25 at 8:30 p.m.
Madeline Davis is planning to cut a record at a live performance here in
Buffalo. It is slated forApril 25 at the Unitarian Universalist Church, corner
Elmwood and West Ferry.
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TheMedia Watch
Between the lines
is 'frightening' news
By ROD HENSEL
Watching the local news media
these days can be a sometimes fright-
ening experience, if you're willing to
read between the lines. The concern
here is not with how the media is re-
porting things, butrather with the dis-
turbing events they are rightfully re-
porting on.
For example, Morality in Media, a
group not unlike the infamous Moral
Majority Inc., is becoming active
again in Western New York. You
may remember their last major cam-
paign was to save us all from having
to watch the Monty Python movie
"Life of Brian."
Their -new target is CableScope
Inc., which as part of its new "Super-
cable" subscription package is offer-
ing a channel called "Escapade,"
featuring primarily R-rated movies.
MIM doesn't want Escapade movies
beamed into their homes, or your
homes, regardless of the fact you
have to pay an extra fee just to get it.
Experts at garnering publicity to their
absurd arguments, MIM got the Buf-
falo Common Council to hold a hear-
ing on what they call the coming of
"Cableporn," and even went so far as
to demand that a member of Cable-
Scope's board of directors resign his
job as a local school administrator
(an aspect of the story well exploited
by Channel 7's Eyewitness News).
The gay community, of course,
doesn't have any particular interest in
defending pornography - even
though it would take a real stretch of
most imaginations to label the "Esca-
pade" channel movies as porno-
graphic. What the gay community
must have an interest in is the right of
individual choice and the freedom of
people to do as they choose in their
own homes. MIM is seeking to im-
pose its standards on everybody just
as a dictatorial government chooses
to impose its beliefs on the society it
governs. Perhaps the most telling
statement on the subject came in a
Courier-Express report of the council"
hearing, when Richard Roth quoted
one speaker as saying in opposition
to MIM that he did not "particularly
like" having the Christian Broadcast-
ing Network beamed into his living
room. CBN, if you haven't been
watching, regularly rants and raves
against homosexuals, and I can't im-
agine a gay person who doesn't find
that offensive.
EQUALLY DISTURBING are the
Citizens Concerned for Kenmore and
their nearly year-old fight to put a
Kenmore bookstore out of business.
The group has been regularly picket-
ing the place for selling things it con-
siders obscene, and recently an-
nounced plans to start photographing
patrons going into the store.
The group immediately had se-
cond thoughts, and decided not to
implement the plan. Even the conser-
vative Buffalo Evening News, took
the groupto task for the idea in an ed-
itorial titled - "Good End, WrongMeans."
"Regardless of the group's inten-
tions," says the News, "such picture-
taking would smack of harassment
and intimidation of private citizens."
The News however praised the group
for its "hard work and understanda-
ble concerns."
Here again, the concern ofthe gay
community is not in defending the
bookstore and its patrons. The con-
cern is again one of choice - of al-
lowing a few to impose their stan-
dards of what is right and wrong,
proper and improper, upon all of so-
ciety. It doesn't take a lot of imagina-
tion to picture the day when some
group, acting in the name of God,
will decide to photograph who goes
in and out of Buffalo's gay bars.
BECAUSE THESE GROUPS gener
ally cloak themselves in an aura of
Christianity and general religious fer-
vor, they are difficult to oppose. The
politicians, for example, were lined
up behind Morality in Media on the
idea of showing "porno" movies on
cable TV. It's good press, and good
politics, to be on the side of God.
Thus it becomes difficult for those
who, perhaps just as fervent in their
belief in God as the right-wingers,
feel compelled to come forward and
defend the freedom of choice and
speech which also lets groups like
Moral Majority exist.
We must be vigilant to these
groups and the tactics they employ.
In far too many cities across the na-
tion, the cry has been "today porn
flicks and tomorrow the queers."
TELEVISION DRAMA shows have
been picking up on gay themes with
increasing regularity this season, a
trend that can only help give a better
awareness and understanding of
those of us who are gay. Usually the
whole concept is "let's do a gay
theme" show and the whole thing is
pretty obvious and filled with stereo-
types.
So I was more than surprised to
tune in to the "Lou Grant" episode on
CBS March 9. To give you the quick
plot, Animal, a photographer for Lou
Grant's newspaper, becomes ob-
sessed with the suicide of a young
woman who seemed to have every-
thing going for her.
Animal in fact falls in love with this
suicide victim as he learns about her
life. He then discovers that the cause
of her suicide was that after years of
searching she had found someone
she truly loved - and that the person
was another woman, and her own
best friend.
"I told her she was just confused,"
the best friend explains to Animal,
and the story ends with Animal being
shocked, and confused.
The gay theme wasn't revealed to
the audience until the last few min-
utes ofthe program, although I think
most gay people would have latched
onto the reason for the suicide before
it was finally revealed. The program
touched, if only fleetingly, on the
question ofwhat can happen when a
gay person falls in love with a straight
friend. It is a subject not often talked
about, even among gays, but it hap-
pens with more regularity than one
might think.
Chalk one up for CBS and "Lou
Grant."
Metro Book sales
will help gay group
Metro Book, the discount coupon
book redeemable at many participat-
ing restaurants, theaters, and attrac-
tions in the Buffalo area, is being of-
fered for sale by the Mattachine Soci-
ety ofthe Niagara Frontier.
John A. Faulring, Mattachine pres-
ident, said the proceeds from the dis-
count books, which are being offered
at $14.95, will benefit the activities
of the Mattachine Society.
The books are available from any
Mattachine member.
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Caution urged Gays on Buffalo's streets
Gays in Buffalo should take steps
to protect their individual safety by
being more careful when out at night,
according to the head of a Violence.
Task Force for the gay community.
Ron Wojciechowski, who heads
the group in existence since last No-
vember, says however that the an-
swer to muggings and harassment
from hookers in the Main-Allen area
lies in caution and not in meeting "vi-
olence with violence."
Buffalo Gays and bar owners have
become increasingly concerned fn
the last few months with reports of
gay people being molested by female
prostitutes, as well as reports ofmug-
gings and "queer-bashing" incidents.
Recently the two major daily news-
papers did articles on the subject, but
avoided mentioning the gay aspect of
the situation.
Wojciechowski says his task force
group has had ten specific reports of
"queer-bashing" (people being beat-
en up because they are gay) inci-
dents, but that in each instance the
people involved would not step for-
ward and go to the police for fear of
their gay lifestyle being revealed.
He says the same tends to apply to
those who are beaten and robbed or
molested by hookers, but that the
fears are usually not justified. "In
most cases itwill go into the record as
a criminal event with no mention of it
being gay related," he says.
The hookers, he said, present the
most immediate problem to the safe-
ty ofthe gay community. "They have
been forced out ofthe Chippewa area
and there is a new defensiveness on
their part because ofthe hostility they
face downtown. There Is also an eco-
nomic factor — the competition is
rougher - and that accounts tor them
acting like animals sometimes," he
says.
He is concerned about reports of
Gays arming themselves with broken
bottles, knives and other weaponsfor
defense. "That just makes the area
more unsafe, and it will effect all the
businesses ifpeople get the idea that
it is not safe to be in Allentown. If the
area comes off sounding like a battle-
ground, we are just hurting our-
selves."
Reflecting that Gays in Buffalo
once maintained friendly relations
with the prostitutes, he now thinks
that the ultimate solution may lie in
the creation of a "red light district" in
the city where the hookers could so-
licit. In the meantime, he thinks pa-
trols by private security people could
prove effective, as well as an in-
creased presence of the Buffalo Po-
lice Department on the corner of
Main and Allen. The police though
can themselves be a problem, he
thinks, since Gays tend to have an av-
ersion to the cops.
He also wants to see his own Task
Force take a more active role in find-
inga solution, largely through educa-
tional seminars on violence. Current-
ly, he says, he is trying to see if there
is interest in forming self-defense
classes for Gays, a tactic that has met
with success in other cities.
He also warns that the gaycommu-
nity can'tcomplain too vocally about
the problems of the prostitutes with-
out addressing the problem of male
hustlers who work some corners of
the Allentown area. "We can't apply
a double standard," he says.
For the moment though, he says
the gay community should "keep a
level head" and gay individuals
should take precautions for their own
safety. Some tips he suggests include:
- Don't carry any weapons. "Street -people know how to use these thingsfar better than most gays and can turnthem against you," he warns. He
adds that about the best thing to carry
is an umbrella or walking stick.
- Don't talk to the hookers. For the
moment, he thinks avoidance may
be the safest approach for the individ-
ual.
- Let somebody know where you
are. If a friend has an idea of your
whereabouts, proper concern can be
shown if you don't arrive at a desig-
nated time.
- Cruise, with a buddy. Then, he
says, the two of you can keep an eye
on the other's safety.
- Try to get to know the person
you're going home with. While not
always practical, he admits, it might
be better to go home alone then to go
with someone you know nothing
about.
-If being robbed, don't offerresist-
ance. On the other hand, he says, if
you think you are about to be beaten
up justbecause you are gay, it's bet-
ter to fight frack all you can, since of-
fering no resistance can just encour-
age a queer-basher.
- If something happens to you, re-
port it. If not to the police, he says, at
least to a bar owner so their bouncers
can keep out such people.
Gay group denounces
Atlanta child murders
ATLANTA - The first Tuesday As-
soc, for Lesbian and Gay Rights, has
announced that it "deplores the exist-
ence of the widespread crisis of un-
solved cases of the missing and mur-
dered children of Atlanta, and it ex-
tends it's deepest sympathies to the
families of the victims."
In a prepared statement/the group
said it "wholeheartedly supports all
reasonable and effective efforts by
law enforcement authorities in solv-
ing the cases of these missing and
murdered children."
"The FTA strongly urges that all ef-
forts to solve these crimes shall con-
tinue to be pursued in a manner pro-
tective of the civil liberties and con-
stitutional rights of every citizen of
Atlanta."
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Selections by Sam
Local 'moral' groups
use the same tactics
By SAM
Much time and space has already
been devoted to coverage by the me-
dia of both the national interest group
calling itself The Moral Majority, and
the local special interest group
known as Citizens Concerned about
Kenmore-. So far, I have found myself
to be in direct opposition to most of
what these two outline as their re-
spective approaches and programs.
Luckily (for them) both are con-
ducting their campaigns within the
protective arms of the United States
Constitution which acknowledges
their freedom of speech and right of
assembly. I would be personally
hard-pressed to define circumstances
under which American citizens
should be denied these basics. How-
ever, the business conducted by
these groups attempts to curtail the
freedom of others to conduct their
lives openly and freely too. And
some of those "others" are us!
DURING MY COLLEGE daysI was
impressed with one ofthe techniques
employed by intercollegiate debat-
ing teams. Working for the whole
school year on a single topic, debat-
ers across the country prepared both
affirmative and negative arguments,
and it usually was not until just min-
utes before the debating meet was to
begin that team members learned
which position they would defend,
the decision being made by the flip of
a coin. What all that amounted to, of
course, was that both sides were
theoretically well-prepared for any
argument the opposition had to offer.
The job was then to knock down
those points in systematic fashion to
be declared winner of the debating
event.
Up until about a month ago, all I
knew about the two groups was se-
cond-hand. No one I personally
know admitted to having attended a
local meeting of one or the other. I
realized that to be informed about
these groups well enough to intelli-
gently attack them, I could not justre-
ly on media coverage of their meet-
ings and activities. I had to get behind
the lines and into the enemy's territo-
ry. To date, I have been to only one
meeting of each group, but my inten-
tion is to attend several more. So far
my impressions are rather fragmen-
tary, but they are generally negative
based on techniques used by speak-
ers, the frightening thing? being said,
and possible actions being dis-
cussed.
FOR YEARS I HAVE heard that Buf-
falo is a conservative city, that it is
politically backward and notaboutto
change. At the same time many ho-
mosexual persons enjoy the freedom
of a fair number of bars and other
gathering places. They harbour the
idea of their gay anonymity being
quickly taken away is only a very re-
mote possibility. I am not so sure.
The so-called "Moral Majority"
would have their audience believe
teaching sex education in public
schools is perverse, and fostered by
pomographers! Teaching value-free
sex education and presenting infor-
mation about birth control are only
two examples ofareas targeted by the
moralists. Can you imagine that ho-
mosexuality will even be mentioned
without including its "basic immoral-
ity and sinfulness?"
The "Concerned Citizens" were
ready to photograph patrons of a lo-
cal magazine outlet to prove the
point that "undesirables" are the
store's major clientele. (They con-
tend the 70's Presidential Commis-
sion on Pornography and Obscenity
erred in reporting the typical custo-
mer to be a business-suited, middle
aged, married man). Can you im-
agine the "righteous indignation"
that might inspire a group to takepic-
tures of those persons who frequent
local gay watering holes and events?
A RECENT BATH raid in Toronto
has been well-publicized. That is the
same city we often use as a reference
point as enlightened territory. Here
in New York state, the bath in Albany
was closed also after a raid a few
weeks ago.
"Such things like that don't happen
here," you say. How sure are you?
Spring Dance
planned for
Buffalo's Gays
A "Spring Dance '81" forboth men
and women in the Buffalo gay com-
munity will be held April 10 at the
Unitarian Universalist Church Main
Hall, Elmwood and West Ferry.
The event, scheduled to be held
from Bto 11 p.m., is being sponsored
by the Mattachine Society of the Nia-
gara Frontier with the support of sev-
eral other gay groups in the commu-
nity. Proceeds from the event will go
the the gay community's Legal De-
fense Fund.
Ray Yeaton, organizer of the
event, said the support of "every sin-
glegay person" is needed to make the
event a success. Although lesbian -women hold a number of dancesthroughout the year, this is the firsttime in several years the gay commu-
nity has attempted dance open to
both men and women in the gay
community.
Yeaton said admission will be $2,
with tickets available in advance
from Mattachine Society members
and at the door on the night of the
dance. Door prizes will be given out,
and refreshments served.
He noted that as an experiement,
Mattachine has decided to hold the
event without alcoholic beverages.
Yeaton said the decision was made to
attract gays who dislike the bar
scene, and also to provide a social
event for non-drinkers., He said plans
are currently being made for some of
the bars to honor dance ticket stubs
with a free drink after 11 p.m.
The Legal Defense Fund is being
established to help pay legal fees for
gays involved in court cases on gay
rights matters. Members from other
gay groups in the community will sit
on an independent board which will
oversee use of the funds. Ron Woj-
ciechowski, vice president of Matta-
chine, is in charge of establishing the
fund and its board.
The fund was originally estab-
lished to help in the defense ofa Buf-
falo area man arrested in the raids on
gay bars and baths in Toronto.
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Mean Alice's emphasizing the new
(Editor's Note: This is the second in a
series of FIFTH FREEDOM articles
featuring the Buffalo gay communi-
ty's bars).
New activities, new decor, new
music. At Mean Alice's, 729 Main
St., the emphasis these days is on the
new.
For owner John Little, the empha-
sis on the new is necessary to add vi-
tality to the local gayscene. And ital-
so makes good business sense, since
Mean Alice's, like all other Buffalo
businesses, is not immune from the
impact of a depressed economy and
the inconvenience of rapid transit
construction.
Little is proud that his bar is part of
Buffalo's growing downtown theater
district, and like other bar and restau-
rant owners in the area, faces the
problem convincing people to stick
around before and after a show. "The
theaters bring the people down-
town," he explains, "but then they
go." Still, Mean Alice's can offer its
theater going patrons some special
advantages.
For one thing, Little points out, ac-
cess to his place in the middle ofthe
theater district is very good from both
Washington and Tupper Streets, let-
ting customers avoid the Main Street
construction mess. Secondly, he in-
vites his customers to use his rear
parking lot while attending the
shows, which solves the problem
and expense of parking in the area.
Mean Alice's half-price cocktail
hour runs from 3 to. 9 p.m., an ideal
time, he points out, for a pre-show
drink. And starting in May, Mean Ali-
ce's will be serving a full snack menu
of sandwiches and wings for before
and after the show.
Co-chairing the new Gay Busi-
nessmen's Assoc, with Joseph of Mc
and My Arrow, Little is anxious to co-
operate with others in providing
special event deals for gays. He was
one of the first to sign for the Matta-
chine Society's "La Cage Aux Folles
II" movie deal, in which area bars
gave a free drink for a ticket stub on
opening night.
"We need to get a little more inter-
action between different aspects of
the gay community," he explains.
"Even among the bar people - things
like this get them doing something a
little different besides just going to
the bars."
With Buffalo getting more and
more gay bars, one would think bar
owners might get worried about too
much competition. Little, however,
clearly isn't, and in fact welcomes
the coming of the newer establish-
ments. "I think people like to be able
to go out at night and go to three or
four different bars," he says. "Just
look atall the different bars Rochester
has."
Mean Alice's, in fact, can even be
called one of those bars. Although in
business since 1977, Alice's has just
re-opened the downstairs Tiffany
Bar. It's designed, he says, to be a
quieter atmosphere, with bartenders
Barb and Judy presiding over a bar
that features easy listening type mus-
ic and free popcorn through the
night. Open from 10to 4 p.m. on Fri-
days and Saturdays, the barhas prov-
en especially popular with the wom-
en in Buffalo's gay community.
Little hopes to make more use of
the Tiffany Bar in the future. Plans in-
clude the installation of a piano, and
making the room available for private
parties, banquets and meetings of
gay groups (the Mattachine Society's
board of directors recently held a
meeting there).
And upstairs, Mean Alice's is
boasting about two new disc jockeys
who are working with an expanded
sound system and light show. Paul
Foxe spins on weekends while on
Wednesday's (Alice's 2-for-1 night)
Gary Starr plays a mixofdisco, oldies
and rock.
Also new at Mean Alice's is a giant
screen television, something of a no-
velty in a gay bar. The screen has
proven popular with re-showings of
specials like those from Diana Ross
and Bette Midler, and Little is also
screening popular movies. During
Gay Pride Week in June, he plans to
offer a festival showing films like
"Boys in the Band" and "The Ritz." "It
kind ofkeeps people's attention and
opens the way for conversation," he
says of the showings.
Like other gay bar owners in Buffa-
lo, Little is concerned about the prob-
lems of prostitutes and accompany-
ing violence near the intersection of
Main and Allen. Although he em-
phasizes "it's nice and quiet and
safe" in his area of Main Street, he
still worries about his patrons who
decide to walk up to other gay bars
farther north on Main. "I advise them
to walk up Franklin Street rather than
Main," he says. "It's a lot safer."
As one of the Buffalo's best known
gay bars, Mean Alice's gets a lot of
"tourist" trade once the snow goes
away for good. It is also, for many,
the first bar they go to when coming
out. "It's surprising to talk to people
just coming out," he observes. "They
tell you how long it took them to
come in, how many weekends they
spent driving by. It's really interest-
ing."
Little also isn't afraid to comment
on Erie County's 4 a.m. closing time
for bars. "It's unfortunate our closing
time is as late as it is. I think 3 a.m.
would be sufficient on the wee-
kends," he says. Because gays want
to be out at the magic moment of
closing, it leads to a late crowd which
usually doesn't start filtering in until
midnight. "A lot of people gauge
themselves to closing time. They
have supper, go to bed and then go
out about midnight.",
But however late the bars stay op-
en, Little confidently predicts Mean
Alice's will be there
Spring means
'banning' to
the Captain
Spring is here
so be of good cheer,
it's time now for jogging and jumping
or marathon running.
But there are other sorts
of invigorating sports
such as flogging or bumping
or best ofall, Bunning.
Cheeks to cheeks, thighs to thighs
it sure is great exercise,
the choice of the Easter Bunny.
April's Kink of the Month is "Bun-
ning," wherein two people gentlyrub
and massage their posteriors togeth-
er. Some say this is more than just a
primer for Practical Proctology 101,
but I'll leave that for you to decide.
Gay Pride
Week ideas
being sought
Plans are being put in motion for
Buffalo's observance of Gay Pride
Week.
Ron Wojciechowski, vice presi-
dentofthe Mattachine Society, said it
is hoped to be able to put together a
series of events that will stretch
across week in June. "Mat-
tachine wants to work with other gay
groups, business people and individ-
uals in putting together a coalition
that will insure participation and the
success ofall events," he said.
Right now, he added, he is work-
ing with Mattachine President John
Faulring in contacting other groups.
Persons or groups with ideas for
Gay Pride Week can call theGay Ho-
tline at 881-5335 or write: Matta-
chine Society ofthe Niagara Frontier,
P.O. Box 155, Ellicott Station, Buffa-
lo, New York 14205.
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HowDoes Your Garden Grow
Gays come out for premiere
of 'La Cage Aux Folles II'
In a first for the Buffato gay com-
munity in recent years, Buffalo's gay
businesses co-operated with the Mat-
tachine Society and the Granada
Theater to put together an opening
night package for the film La Cage
Aux Folles 11.
"It was a real success," said Matta-
chine President John A. Faulring Jr.,
who organized the event with the
help of Joseph, owner of McAnd My
Arrow and co-chairman with John
Little of the newly formed Gay Busi-
nessmen's Association.
The package plan was good only
on opening night, March 27. For
$3.50 per ticket, buyers could use
the ticket for a free glass of wine with
dinner at The Allen Restaurant, then
gain admission to either oftwo show-
ings of La Cage at the Granada Theat-
er. The ticket stubs were also good for
a drawing for La Cage posters that
were given away, and afterwards the
stubs could be traded in for a free
drink at any of four gay establish-
ments (Villa Capri, Mc And My Ar-
row, Mean Alice's and Mac Arthur
Park). In addition, Marrakesh partici-
pated in the deal by serving as a
point-of-sale for the advance tickets.
Faulring said Mattachine will use
part of the proceeds from the sale to
sponsor special events during Gay
Pride Week in June.
"We hope special deals like this
will become a regular part of gay life
in Buffalo," he said. "It not only pro-
vides a nice evening for each of us as
individuals, but also strengthens gay
businesses and instills pride in being
part of Buffalo's gay community."
Gay Fathers sought
WASHINGTON - A Gay Fathers
Coalition has been set up here to as-
sist in helping people i.n other com-
munities set up gay parents groups.
The group can provide legal assist-
ance, counseling, supportand public
speakers. For information, write:
Gay Father's Coalition, Box 50360,
Washington, D.C. 20004.
Judge rules gay
adoption is OK
NEW YORK - A New York Family
Court Judge has ruled that there is no
legal or public policy which would
prohibit the adoption of one adult
male homosexual by another.
Judge Leon Deutsch, ruling in
"Matter of Adult Anonymous," held
that the fact that the parties were in-
volved in a homosexual relationship
was not sufficient in itself to prevent
the adoption.
Judge Deutsch noted the New York
Court of Appeals decision in People
vs. Onofore which resulted in the
state's consensual sodomy laws be-
ing struck down as unconstitutional.
The judge said the decision "elimi-
nated consensual homosexuality as a
crime in this state" and thus removed
the penal law as a point ofconsidera-
tion in the matter of adoption. The
judge however cautioned the parties
in the case that adoption is perman-
ent and that it should not be used to
create a pseudo-marriage.
Spring means time
for sowing ofseeds
By BILL HARDY
Hello and an aphrodisiacal April to
you all. February and March sure got
switched around didn't they? But
have no fear. All those little crocus
and daffodils that poked their heads
out in February weren't harmed by
the cold drafts in March.
Did you celebrate the arrival ofthe
vernal equinox on March 20th? We
did. At 12:03 p.m. while eating
lunch at McDonald's on Niagara
Falls Blvd. in North Tonawanda, a
group of us from the nursery next
door where we work, raised our
orange drinks, coffee, tea, and triple
thick shakes toasting the coming of
spring. Then we looked outside, saw
the snow piled up and felt like vomit-
ing. Whether it was the snow or the
food, we don'tknow, butwerealized
that sunshine and good times are just
around the corner. This little digres-
sion leads mc to the meat of this
•months column. Mainly, how to be
prepared when you do turn that
corner we are just around.
SOWING SEEDS. Some of us have
been sowing them all over town all
winter, but, alas, they're not the vari-
ety that will produce tomatoes, pep-
pers and acorn squash. For these
aforementioned veggies, save for the
squash, you can get a head start by
starting them now indoors for trans-
planting to your garden or porch in
mid to late May. Squash, if started
now, would be all over the house.
Wait till early May for that, trans-
planting to the year soon after germi-
nation.
Whatever you choose to start,
check out the packet to see how long
the veggies take to mature or the
flowers to open, and go from there.
Warmth is a must. Seeds won't ger-
minate if cold and clammy. They'll
just lay there and rot. The soil itself
should be light and porous. Check
out your local garden center for the
best seed starting mix.
Good light is essential. Either natu-
ral or artificial, the seeds need this to
grow. A bright window is wonderful,
but grow lights work well also.
AFTER THE SEEDS germinate and
have developed 2 or 3 sets of leaves,
transplant them to flats, pots or what-
ever to develop further until you can
place them outside. Use a heavier
soil mixture for this, to develop a
stronger root system. Also a hormone
solution when transplanting will aid
their growth. No, you won't get hair
on your tomatoes or nipples on your
cantaloupe, but it will develop a
healthier root system, which will
help reduce transplant shock.
If you don't have any outdoor
growing space anywhere, try* some
veggies and flowers indoors in con-
tainers in a bright sunny window.
There are many varieties of vegata-
bles and flowers small enough to
grow permanently indoors. You can
even obtain seeds for various house-
plants for a challenging difference.
WHATEVER YOU CHOOSE, get
your buns moving, your seeds plan-
ted and your roots stimulated and
maybe springweatherwill arrive a bit
sooner. So till next month, think
green and still mist, mist, mist.
Gays hit Enquirer
with $4 million suit
SAN FRANCISCO -The GayFree-
dom Day group here has filed a $4
million lawsuit against the National
Enquirer for its coverage of last year's
parade (see Media Watch, FIFTH
FREEDOM, Sept. 1980).
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ers to, as far as lover material is con-
cerned. One can see-the father as
malemodel, teacher, mentor, friend,
foe orthe rest of the gamutofwhat we
desire, or get, in a lover. All too often
though no lover can live.up to the
standards we expect. Just as father; in
reality, wasn't really all those things
we saw him to be.
Chapter Two: "Boys in the School
Yard" examines peer experimenta-
tion. Most people feel that some
"playing around" by young boys is
OK, but grown men don'tdo that. Sil-
verstein looks at boys who have
experimented and have had different
realizations about their experiences
and thusly formed habits and atti-
tudes that they will carry the rest of
their life, while many times still in
grammar school. These are formed
from many non-sexual events and
feelings that are experienced. In ret-
rospect many take them to be the
point of "knowing I was gay," but at
the time they are viewed much more
as friendship between boys who like
each other and no more.
Chapter Three: "Coming Out and
Young Lovers" moves on to the actu-
al process ofrealizing one is gay and
thoughts of "wanting to find a lover."
Examined here are the early brotherly
playfulness, "tea room" glances and
pick-ups by older men and boys and
the accepted "boys will be boys" try
outs. There are dialogues of men who
were attracted to the cowboys of the
movies, jocks from school and TV
sports and macho-father images in
their youth that were later transferred
into Leather/Levi, the stereotypical
"un-gay" looks and the older man
types after coming out.
Whatever the boy/young man
started out with sexually, usually
kissing, warmth and "foreplay" was
not a part of it. Just sex for sex sake.
Much of this cold impersonal stigma
attached to having sex was never
overcome later in life, whether the
person became coupled or stayed
single.
Early experiences tend to be recip-
rocal, not masculine/feminine in na-
ture. But as time goes by most feel the
need to identify with heterosexual
roles.
Active/passive are there too, but
not in a "what do you do?" type ofat-
titude, they tend to flow more easily
between all behavior, actions and
feelings until the stereotypical ideas
of the world come in to blurr their in-
nocence.
Sexual exploitation by peers or the
perennial "older man/dirty old man"
influence on whether a boy will be
gay or not. However within his
"straight" or "gay" behavior that be-
comes his orientation, it may cause
problems within his sexual psyche.
Chapter Four: "Excitement Seek-
ers and Home Builders" examines
those who want sex for sex sake and
those who are seeking a lasting rela-
tionship that includes material as
well as emotional sharing. It looks in-
to singles as well as couples, where
problems can arise when you getone
of each type in a pairing. Some are
shown to work it out, others not. It
shows that many relationships started
out as excitement seekings and grew
into a home builder after the initial
shine wore off. Sometimes sex took a
back seat to non-sexual pursuits and
sometimes was completely stopped
as time went on.
Chapter Five: "The Monogamy
Battle and the Demons of Jealousy
and Envy" examines whether mo-
nogamy or promiscuity is more con-
dusive to the gay lifestyle. The views
of many who are, or have been,
coupled -are shown as far as the feel-
ings when a lover "tricks out" on
them. The ideas expressed show that
there is no conclusive right orwrong.
Some relationships start as open,
while others fall into that category af-
ter a period of sexual monogamy.
Many times when there has been a
period of being true, the feelings arise
that one is no longer desirable to oth-
ers and the need to see if this is true
appears to be the "cause" of the un-
faithfulness.
The idea of monogamy being a re-
ligious concept of two people who
love each other, shows that while
many gays reject religion they still
have religious values ingrained into
their psyche and feel extreme guilt
when these laws are broken.
When we look at the motivations
of the anger expressed by one whose
lover has been untrue, we can see
how fine a line there is between jeal-
ousy and envy. On one hand we
have, "How could you. . ." and on
the other "boy was that guy cute. . ."
(Of course it is much easier to see
these distinctions when we aren't di-
rectly involved).
Chapter Six: "Two More Demons:
Dependence/Independence and Inti-
macy" looks into how we can be re-
liant upon someone in many ways,
i.e. sexually, emotionally, financial-
ly and yet have a very hard time being
intimate with them either alone or in
public. Silverstein also looks at the
instances of many gay men giving
gifts or material things instead of the
intimacy that the lover wants and ex-
pects.
Chapter Seven: "Cock Rings and
Lovers" delves into the ideas of what
a man should be, what Silverstein
calls "cult masculinity," i.e. macho,
the jock, etc. "Cult masculinity" de-
mands sex, gay is in need of sex;
"Cult Masculinity" is cold, gay is inti-
mate. Many relationships break up
because of the closeness and inti-
macy that has developed is a threat to
the ideas oi masculinity that gays try
so hard to live up to. Sometimes even
surpassing their straight role models.
Cult masculinity's existance and
survival is dependent on "types" and
concentrates on man as parts and
pieces rather than an entire being.
And finally it demands sexual roles
and stereotyping of what is done in
bed. Silverstein warns that "some-
times fulfilling a role is more impor-
tant than the sex."
Chapter Eight: "Love Between the
Generations" examines man/boy
love and finds that in many of the
cases no one is "taken advantage of"
but indeed an exchange is made on
both partners sides. Of course there
are instances where this does occur.
In some cases parents were aware of
the relationship and were not hor-
rifed. They saw their son receiving a
love and warmth that they found hard
to give, perhaps a better level of liv-
ing as far as education and home sur-
roundings and many other positive
things that outweighed what many
would feel were bad for the boy.
Father substitute, need for gui-
dance and support, intellectual level
above peers, and hoping that he can
gain some sense of maturity from the
man can all have a role in the boy's
direction of interests here.
Chapter Nine: "Religion and Gay
Love" looks at how gays have many
values and mores that are based on
the "Christian ethic" even though
they may deny any ties to the organ-
ized church. It also looks at those
within the church, or who were at
one time, who feel that they can ex-
press their sexuality and their religi-
osity and not have to compromise
either.
Silverstein points Out the similari-
ties of the church and the male gay
society as far as the anti-woman as-
pects are concerned. Also "the fact
that both the church and gay men
represent homosocial institutions."
No women in positions of power, the
idea of a male god-head and the Fa-
ther of the family of Man are just
some of the homo-religious aspects
brought out here. Many gay male at-
titudes about women are born from
these male oriented dogmas. Add to
these blatant "male superior" posi-
tions of much if not all, of the rest of
life's rules that are taught to both
male and female children and we see
where all the lesbian/gay male prob-
lems arise.
Chapter Ten: "Rural America: Gay
life in Mountain Rock" is about coun-
try gays and how they express their
sexuality away from the bright lights,
discos, gay bars and the fast pace of
gay life in the big city. It shows that
out of necessity there are closer
friends, more importance of work
and home life and a certain relief to
go at a slower pace.
Contrary to what one might think,
the presence of "grass roots religion"
and "The Bible Belt" mentality, there
is not the anti-gay sentiment that is
present in the so called religious
community in more populous areas.
It seems to be the opinion that as boys
are growing up and even into man-
hood and marriage, there is a certain
leniency that is applied to "homosex-
ual tendencies" that are expressed as
long as they do not become an exclu-
sive lifestyle.
Most of the places visited had both
lesbians and gay men in the popu-
lace. And in many cases the women
had preceded the men in adopting
the country life. All of those who
move into the backwoods from the
city are looked at skeptically until
they have proved themselves to the
"natives." It can be a long process.
Most accomplish this by adopting the
ways of their surroundings by taking
up farming, raising livestock and
slowing their pace of life down to
those already there.
Chapter Eleven: "Till Death Do Us
Part" examines a subject that most
people donot want to face regardless
of their sexual orientation: the death
of a loved one due to age, illness or
other circumstances. (Interestingly
enough only one case involved sui-
cide, which is usually the "reason"
one thinks of when he hears about
the death ofone of our own).
The amounts of time the lovers
were together and the ways the lover
dies vary. From a couple years to
fifty-one and from a lover being shot
coming out of a gay bar to cancer.
The one common factor that does run
through all of them, however, is the
need to go on living and find a "new
love." Perhaps many would say that
that is just an excuse and the "nor-
mal" male sexual/love attitude, but it
appears to be much more than that.
There seemed to be a sincere love be-
tween the partners and the loss left
such a large gap in the survivors life
that finding someone to fill that void
was a necessity. Some accomplish
that, others do not.
Chapter Twelve: "Josh and
Andy: Fifty Years Plus One" shows
that there are many gay relationships
that equal or exceed the longevity of
their straight counterparts.
Josh and Andy met in 1924 and
went through various stages of living
together, living apart, family, friends
and life in general. They offer quitea
view of what it takes to live and love
through the years.
Man to Man is as thought provok-
ing as it is entertaining. Although ad-
mittedly focusing on a narrow seg-
ment of gay life, it is still able to shed
some light on what can be a very dark
gay closet even after "coming out."
Man to Man is available at Fa Iking
Leaves Bookstore, 3144 Main St.,
Buffalo and otherarea stores).
r-~o —stinctive, needing, taking, giving
over. No pretense asa moan fills your
ears and you realize it is you.
Then the tears, a slow flood of in-
tense loving/caring.
Friend's photo Mor§an
offends Felix
We, members of the "Concerned
Newspaper Readers ofWestern New
York," are incensed by the photo-
graph that was run with last month's
article about the "smart" new night
spot, Mc and My Arrow.
The article itself, inoffensive as it
might have been, was obviously de-
vised to screen your true purpose,
which must have been to destroy a
wonderful person: Joseph.
Those of us who kgow and love Jo-
seph for the warm, kind, charming
person that he is, would not have rec-
ognized him without the caption.
How could you say such nice things
about him under a photo that would
have kept Quasimodo out of the bell
tower?
Tell the truth. You took that picture
with a "fish eye lens" and then air
brushed on a pasty complexion,
didn't you? Joseph never looks that
dissipated, even after a bad trip.
Are you being paid by the competi-
tion to do a hatchet job on him?
Are you jealous of his apparent
success?
Were you refused "freebies" at the
bar?
Whatever the reason for your un-
conscionable abuse of one of Buffa-
lo's most respected and admired en-
trepreneurs, you owe it to your "read-
ers to make amends.
Always remember the motto of the
Concerned Newspaper Readers of
Western New York: "There's no
newspaper like a good newspaper."
Felix Klempka, president
VD testing
offered by
Mattachine
A testingclinic for venereal disease
(V.D.) will be sponsored by the Mat-
tachine Society ofthe Niagara Fronti-
er.
The clinic will be held as part of a
regular Mattachine meeting on May
3 at 7:30 p.m. in the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church, Elmwood and West
Ferry.
Jim Haynes, chairman of the
Health Committee of Mattachine,
noted that many gays are reluctant to
speak to their own doctorsor visit the
county clinic forV.D. testing. Conse-
quently, Mattachine offers the testing
as a service to the gay community,
with complete confidentiality as-
sured.
For the first time, Mattachine will
be able to provide testing for both go-
norrhea and syphilis, according to
Ray Yeaton, a Mattachine member.
'Man to Man' explores themes in gay relationships...
Continued from page 1
Continued from page 2
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TheFifthFreedom's
GAY DIRECTORY OF BUFFALO
INFORMATION & ASSISTANCE
THE GAY HOTLINE: 881-5335. Counseling
help with gay life, information on the gay
community. Staffed by trained volunteers of
the Mattachine Society. Hours: 6 to 10 p.m.
daily; all day on Friday.
SUNSHINE HOUSE CRISIS INTERVEN-
TION CENTER: 831-3646. Assists persons
having emotional, family and drug related
problems. Emergency outreach services, in-
formation and referral. Emergency over-
night housing. Open 24 hours-a-day, seven
days-a-week.
PUBLICATIONS
THE FIFTH FREEDOM, P.O. Box 155, Elli-
cott Station, Buffalo, New York 14205. Tel:
881-5335. Volunteers needed to work on
paper, including writers, artists, graphics
people and photographers. Press releases,
public notices and articles for publication
may be submitted to the above address.
Published the first week of each month. Ad-
vertising rates on request.
ORGANIZATIONS
MATTACHINE SOCIETY OF THE NIAGA-
RA FRONTIER, P.O. Box 155, Ellicott Sta-
tion, Buffalo, New York 14205. Tel: 881-
-5335. Meetings held first and third Sundays
of each month, Unitarian Universalist
Church, Elmwood at West Ferry. Pot luck
supper at 6:30 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
All welcome.
GAY PROFESSIONALS, P.O. Box 624, Buf-
falo, New York 14209. Tel: Tom Ham-
mond, 842-2750. An organization to pro-
vide support for gay people'iri the profes-
sions and those who seek a confidential
place to meet new friends. Open to all gay
men and women.
A.A. FOR GAY MEN AND WOMEN, Tel:
853-0388. Meets twice-a-week: Wednes-
day at 8:30 p.m., Shoreline Apts., 210 Nia-
gara; Fridays, 8:30 p.m., Ascension
Church, corner Linwood and North. For
phone contact, call above number and ask
for a memberof the gay group, orwrite: Op-
en Mind Group, P.O. Box 395, Ellicott Sta-
tion, Buffalo, New York 14205.
STUDENT ASSOCIATION FOR GAY EX-
PRESSION (SAGE), 118 Cassety Hall, State
University College at Buffalo, 1300 Elm-
wood Aye. Tel: 878-6316. Organization for
gay men and women at Buffalo State Col-
lege. Office hours Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Business meetings, Wednesday
Noon to 2 p.m.
GAY RIGHTS FOR OLDER WOMEN, Tel:
836-8970. Contact the Emma Bookstore at
the above telephone number for additional
details.
GAY PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE (GPA), 311
Squire Hall, State University of New York at
Buffalo, 3435 Main St. Office hours Mon-
day-Friday, 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Sponsors
coffee house each Friday at 9 p.m. in 107
Townsend Hall (when school is in session).
Formerly the Gay Liberation Front.
U.B. MEN'S CENTER, 211 Townsend Hall,
State University of New York at Buffalo,
3435 Main Street. A drop-in center for all
gay, bi-sexual and straight men. The center
is open Monday-Friday from Noon to 5 p.m.
DIGNITY/BUFFALO, P.O. Box 75, Ellicott
Station, Buffalo, NewYork 14205. Tel: 874-
-4139. An organization for gay Catholicsand
Christians.
NICKEL CITY LEATHER/LEVI CLUB, P.O.
Box 897 Ellicott Station, Buffalo, New York.
Contact the above for further information
about the group.
GAY AWARENESS ORGANIZATION
(GAO), State University of New York at Fre-
donia, Fredonia, New York 14063. An or-
ganization for gay students at SUNY Fredo-
nia. Meets Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Room S-- 123, Campus Center.BOOKSTORES
EMMA FEMINIST BOOKSTORE, 2474
Main St., Buffalo, New York (at Greenfield
St.). Tel: 836-8970. Feminist and gay books.
MARRAKESH, 140 Allen St., Buffalo, N.Y.
Tel: 882-8200. Gayellow Page directories,
gay periodicals, lambda jewelry.
TALKING LEAVES, 3144 Main St., Buffalo,
N.Y. Tel 837-8554. Christopher Street, The
Advocate, Gay Community News, Body Po-
litic, R.F.D., Gay Left, Outcome, Achilles
Heel, Gay Insurgent. Gay novels and peri-
odicals.
BARS AND RESTAURANTS
ALLEN RESTAURANT, 16Allen St., Buffalo.
Tel: 881-0586. Serving lunches and full
course dinners.
THE BETSY, 454 Pearl St., Buffalo. Tel: 885-
-0892.
DOMINIQUE'S, 20 Allen St., Buffalo. Tel:
886-8964.
MAC ARTHUR PARK, 153 Elmwood Aye.,
Buffalo. Tel: 884-1114.
MEAN ALICE'S, 729 Main St., Buffalo. Tel:
856-3298. Luncheon and snack menu. Tif-
fany Bar downstairs.
ME AND MY ARROW, 274 Delaware Aye.,
Buffalo. Tel: 856-3291.
VILLA CAPRI, 926 Main St., Buffalo. Tel:
886-9469.
OUT-OF-TOWN
ITSY-BITSY LOUNGE, 1149Michigan, Nia-
gara Falls, New York. Tel: 282-971 7.
BIG MIKE'S CAFE, 201 Winsor St., James-
town, New York Tel: 483-9267.
BATHS
CLUB AMHERST, 44 Almeda St., Amherst.
Tel: 835-6711.
MORGAN BATHS, 655 Main St., Buffalo.
Tel: 852-2153.
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WANT ADS
$2 for first 15 words, 10-centseach additional word. Send to FIFTH FREEDOM,
P.O. Box 155, Ellicott Station, Buffalo, New York 14205. ~
GAY INMATES and young pri- PERSONS WITH DESIRE to op- YOU CAN HELP other Gays needhelp in coming out? The
soners threatened with sexual en smallbusiness, your choice, who are in trouble because of Gay Hotline has trained coun-
exploitation, in institutions jn downtown/Allentown area. I anti-gay laws and ordinances, selors to talk with you. Call
throughout the country, benefit have the knowledge, all I need Contributions sought to estab- 881-5335 daily from 6 to 10
from the work of The Prome- is capitol. Serious inquiries on- lish Legal Defense Fund for Buf- p.m.; all day on Fridays.
theusFoundation. Youcan help |y. Write: Business, c/o THE falo's gay community. Write:
by joining the Pen Pal group or FIFTH FREEDOM. Legal Defense Fund, P.O. Box
any of several other vital pro- 862, Buffalo, New York 14205. THE SUNSHINE HOUSE needs
grams. For information and a All contributionskept confiden- volunteers to assist in providing
copy of FIRE!, the Foundation WANTED: WOMEN for soft- tial. services. Call 831-3436 for de-
newslefter, write to: The ball league, in Buffalo, Fort Erie . —tails.
Prometheus Foundation, 495 area. No qualifications. Meet
Ellis St., No. 2352, San Francis- mc at The Betsy, April 8, 8 FIND A FRIEND, rent an apart--
co, CA 94102. p.m.,oratßosie's, April 10at 8 ment, sell an uneeded object. WRITERS, artists, photogra-'. p.m. or call 416-894-0537 Use the Fifth Freedom want phers wanted to volunteer their
MALE 24 years old seeking se- - ads. $2 for first 15 words, 10- t jme to work on The Fifth Free-
rious and sincere men to 40 ' ; cents each additional word. dom. Write: Fifth Freedom,
years of age for good time and VENTURE CAPITAL NEEDED Boxes for confidential mailings Pq. Box 155, Ellicott Station,
friendship. Write Male 24, c/o for a Gay owned and operated available. Write: Fifth Free- Buffalo, New York 14205.
jl_IF FIFTH FREEDOM. business. Financing is needed dom, P.O. Box 155, Ellicott
to get this project off the Station, Buffalo, New York
GAY TV wanted for lasting rela- ground. Contact: John L. 14205.
tionship Preferably one who is Stagner, P.O. Box 862, Ellicott YOU'RE INVITED to the Matta-
an amputee or wears leg bra- Station, Buffalo, NY 14205. THE GAYELLOW PAGES chine Spring Event Dance,
ces. Wheelchair people invited helps you find gay businesses in April 10, 8-11 p.m., Unitarian
to reply; discretion is assured. MALE IS seeking male 30-40 for any city in America. Sale pro- Universaiist Church, corner
Other TV's invited to reply, sincere relationship. No drugs, ceeds benefit Mattachine Soci- Elmwood and West Ferry.
Write: GTV, c/o THE FIFTH Letter and photo requested, ety. On sale now at Marrakesh, Prizes, refreshments. Dona-
FREEDOM. Write: Dell Christian c/opaper. 140Allen St. tions: $2;
MATTACHINE PRESENTS A
FREE
V.D. TESTING CLINIC
CONFIDENTIALITY ASSURED
TESTING BY THE
ERIE COUNTY HEALTH DEPT.
AT
UNITARIAN CHURCH
695 ELMWOOD & WEST FERRY
MAY 3-7:30 P.M.
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Feather
II")
MARCELLO
DANON
presents
UGOTOGNAZZI
MICHEL
SERRAULT
in
"LA
CAGE
AUK
FOLLES
II"
(English
Subtitles)
A
film
by
EDOUARD
MOLINARO
with
MARCEL
BOZZUFFI
PAOLA
BORBONI
GIOVANNI
VETTORAZZO
GLAUCO
ONORATO
ROBERTO
BISACCO
BENNY
LUKE
and
with
the
participation
of
MICHEL
GALABRU
Story
by
FRANCIS
VEBER,
JEAN
POIRET,
MARCELLO
DANON
Screenplay
by
FRANCIS
VEBER
Music
by
ENNIO
MORRICONE
Director
of
Photography
ARMANDO
NANNUZZI
Executive
Producer
MARCELLO
DANON
A
French-Italian
co-production
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PRODUCTIONS
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DAMA
PRODUZIONE
5.r.1.-Rome
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I
RESTRICTED
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Copyright
©
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1981.
All
rights
reserved.
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